UNIVERSITY LOWBROW ASTRONOMERS
Ann Arbor, Michigan





Meeting date:

19 May 2006

Present:

C. Nielsen (Pres.)

B. Gruszyzsnki (Vice Pres.)




J. Forrester (Vice Pres.)
K. Hillig (Treas.)




D. Snyder (Web)

DC Moons (OD)




M. Deprest (News)

N. Murphy (Vice Pres.)

Minutes taken by:
Murphy (Vice Pres.)

Called to order:
6:40 pm, 130 Denison Hall


Topic:
Speakers for 2006 meetings

· June: John Kirchoff, Webcamming

· July: Joel Berstein, Neutron stars

· August: John Kirchoff, Toy show (at Peach)

· September – December: open

· Murphy will pursue Jan Seyfried to present a topic of his choice, or how he started University Optics

· Gruszczynski will pursue Ken Burton

Topic:
Lake Hudson Information Kiosk
· Key(s) were given to Doug Scobel

· Doug will post our flyer – we have space for 2 8½x11 sheets

Topic:
Open houses dates

· May 20 27

June 17 24

· July 22 29

August 19

· September 16 23
October 21 28

· November 18 25
December 16


Topic:
Beginner Nights

· First beginner night will be held along with the open house on August 19

· Beginners will be separate from the other open house activities (up by the dish)

· Volunteers for beginner instructions will be found via e-mail request

Topic:
Advertising in the Ann Arbor papers

· Will continue as before, using the available free space, per Bernard’s suggestion

Topic:
Astronomy Day Activity for next year

· YES, we will participate

· Committee for organizing our activity: Mark Deprest, Otto Cardew, John Turok

· Additional help will be found via e-mail when needed

· Mark has the handbook

Topic:
ATM Group

· Murphy is reviving the ATM group to renovate the Coulter 17”

· Email list is started, maintained by Snyder (lowbrow-ATM@umich.edu)

· First meeting is 19 May, immediately following club meeting

Topic:
T-shirts

· All T-shirts have been sold, remaining 9 or 10 will be reserved as speaker gifts

· More can be ordered as demand warrants – will need 30 or so members to make an order of 50 shirts (no additional fees)

Topic:
E-mail list abuse

· Officers and members warned not to abuse the lowbrow-members@umich.edu list, and not really to use the lowbrow.astronomers@umich.edu address, as that goes out to absolutely everyone.

· Keep e-mails pertinent to membership at large, private or group “conversations” should be limited to the group of interest

· Dave Snyder can create new mailing list as necessary

Topic:
Treasurer’s report

· Membership: 

100 members (4 have dues outstanding)

· Treasury balance: 

$5018

· Additional money:
$463 owed for T-shirt sales

Topic:
Web Master’s report

· Web site has been updated with lots of new articles and photos

· New password: pay your dues to find out!

Topic:
Newsletter editor’s report

· New lowbrow banner printed, very impressive

· Mark needs articles, as usual

Topic:
Monthly Meeting

· Clayton Kessler made an impressive presentation on astrophotography, both with film and CCD cameras of all types.
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